THE  LIGHT  OP  DAY

reason of things and trace the eonneetlon of cause

and effect. There was little skepticism in Greece
until after the sophists appeared, the critics, men of
ideas, who directed a free play of thought upon all
objects and subjects, a type of mind which begat
the philosophers of Athens, but not the great poets
and artists. They came earlier, when there was
more faith and less reason in Greece.

In fact, the great days of Greece were not when
its head was the clearest, but when its patriotism
and religion were the most fervent. As the heart
cools* tike head clears. Those great emotional up-
risings, those religious enthusiasms, which come in
time to all nations, are not days of right reason nor
of correct science ; still they are the periods of his-
tory we like best to dwell upon.

It is always easier to believe than to deny. Our
minds are naturally affirmative ; it is riot till the
second or third thought that doubt begins. Belief
is so vital and necessary that one would say the
tendency was made strong at the perpetual risk of
extra belief and superstition ; it were better to be-
lieve* too much than not enough. Hence mankind
has alwuys believed too much, as if to make sure
that the anchor hold. To believe just enough, to
free his mind from all cant and from all illusion,
and see things just as in themselves they are, is the
nitit of the philosopher or of the true skeptic.

MCU'H minds are nearly always under a spell of

